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The Conservative-dominated Commons 
Board of Internal Economy, led by 

House Speaker Andrew Scheer, recently 
ruled the New Democrats used Parlia-
mentary resources for partisan purposes 
and should pay back the money. Democ-
racy Watch’s Duff Conacher told the CBC 
last week that the fl yers that MPs mail for 
free to voters should probably be banned 
outright or be vetted by Auditor General 
Michael Ferguson. He’s right. 

“The AG can say, ‘No, this ad is pro-
moting the government party, not inform-
ing people about a new program or a new 
law,’” Mr. Conacher told CBC. 

But Mr. Conacher also quite rightly 
points out, the NDP made a mistake. “To 
say that these have to paid back in full 
when the others weren’t is the ruling of a 
kangaroo court. It’s a kangaroo court by 
defi nition because it’s politicians judging 
politician from another party.”

The NDP, in turn, now says the Com-
mons Board of Internal Economy is a “kan-
garoo court,” and should be opened up. But, 
as Mr. Conacher also quite rightly points 
out, the NDP has been a member of the 
Commons Board of Internal Economy for 
almost 50 years. “For years, they [the NDP] 
cooperated. And now it’s a kangaroo court?”

But the NDP has been asked to repay 
$36,000 after 23 of its MPs sent out nearly 
two million pieces of mail last year to a 
number of ridings, including some ridings 
about to hold byelections. The NDP has also 
been asked to reimburse Canada Post for 
the cost of the postage, which is estimated at 
$1.13-million. The Board of Internal Econo-
my said the NDP broke the rules because it 
used House resources for political purposes. 

The NDP has indicated it will fi ght 
the decision in court. The party has until 
July 19 to apply for judicial review. In an 

appearance before the Procedure and 
House Affairs Committee on June 18, 
House clerks indicated that the 23 indi-
vidual NDP MPs would be responsible 
for reimbursing the funds, and that the 
party could not help. There is currently no 
public deadline for NDP MPs to pay back 
funds, but it’s expected the House admin-
istration will be communicating with MPs 
directly, and privately, on this. 

The NDP got caught, but all parties’ mail-
ing should either be reviewed by the AG or 
banned altogether because the line between 
MPs’ partisan and Parliamentary work is 
blurred and the rules are still unclear.

Moreover, the Commons Board of 
Internal Economy should be opened up. 
As we now know, the MPs could open 
this powerful House management board 
if they wanted to, according to the two 
House clerks who testifi ed at the House 
Affairs Committee and to former Par-
liamentary law clerk Rob Walsh, who 
told The Hill Times that there’s nothing 
in Parliament’s rules keeping the board 
from deciding to hold open meetings. 
Mr. Walsh said the inclusion of “with due 
authority” in the secrecy oath means the 
board can give authority for that oath to 
be broken when it comes to both what 
members can say and the publication of 
documents relating to board work.   

Former NDP House leader Nelson 
Riis, who was a BOIE member during the 
Mulroney years, to ld The Hill Times last 
June that the BOIE’s closed-door policy 
doesn’t belong in this century.

“I can’t imagine that anybody in the 
country would be able to justify continu-
ing in the way it was,” Mr. Riis said.

It’s time to open up the BOIE and it’s 
time to get the AG to review the use of all 
MPs’ free mailings. 

Michael Geist’s recent article “Why has 
Canada still not signed the Copy-

right Treaty to Support the Blind?” (The 
Hill Times, June 16, p. 10) touches on a 
critical issue of importance to more than 
600,000 Canadians.

The Canadian Library Association 
(CLA), along with many other organiza-
tions and the print-disabled community 
in Canada, celebrated the adoption of the 
WIPO Marrakesh Treaty to Facilitate Ac-
cess to Published Works for Persons Who 
Are Blind, Visually Impaired, or Other-
wise Print Disabled (VIP Treaty) on June 
27, 2013. The Canadian government was 
deservedly commended for its role in the 
successful completion of the negotiations. 

CLA notes that as of April 30, 2014, 64 
countries have signed the VIP Treaty includ-
ing the European Union and the United 
States. To date, it is our understanding that 
Canada has not yet signed. CLA trusts that 
it is the Government of Canada’s intent to 
sign the VIP Treaty in a timely manner. 

Article 17 of the VIP Treaty, Signature of 
the Treaty, reads “This t reaty shall be opened 
for signature at the Diplomatic Conference 
in Marrakesh, and thereafter at the head-
quarters of WIPO by any eligible party for 
one year after its adoption.” One year after 
adoption will be June 27, 2014—just a few 
short days away, and we have seen no action 
from the Canadian government.

If this article is being interpreted cor-
rectly, this means that Canada could be 
faced with obstacles to signing the VIP 
Treaty after June 27.  Therefore, clearly 
the signing of the VIP Treaty takes on 
great short-term urgency. 

There is currently an information gap 
between those who can read traditional 
print and those who need alternative ways 
of accessing the information they need and 
deserve. CLA hopes and strongly urges the 
Government of Canada to sign the VIP Treaty 
without further delay, in order to support and 
improve access to information for persons 
who are blind and visually impaired.

Marie DeYoung
President

Canadian Library Association
Ottawa, Ont. 

Ontario Premier Kathleen Wynne’s 
majority victory on June 12, surpris-

ing as it may be, serves a valuable lesson 
in politics; when faced with the choice of 
a corrupt, but smart leader, or a “stupid” 
but honest one, people will always choose 
the corrupt over the stupid.

Wynne inherited a minority Liberal 
government that was dragging the gas 
plant, e-health, and ORNGE scandals 
behind them, couldn’t seem to get rid 
of them, and was, at best, maintaining a 
precarious lead in the polls. And yet, on 
election night, when it seemed they would 
secure a bare-bones minority at best, a red 
wave swept the province and returned the 
Liberal party and Wynne back to power 
with a strong majority of 58 seats, while 
decimating the numbers of the opposing 
PC’s and seeing the slightly powerful NDP 
remain the third party, albeit powerless.

This was certainly not dumb luck, 
and it wasn’t the result of some major, 
defi ning moment or speech. I think that 
it was more likely that Ontario voters, 
faced with two choices, both unappealing, 
chose the slightly more appealing one.

Ontario voted this way, fi rst of all, 
because of the two choices they faced. 
Wynne, while not the most appealing 
personality, seemed more humane and 

seemed to have more in common with the 
voters than Tim Hudak, who appears stiff, 
sleazy, and could never rub off the brand 
of being an angry man. And the problem 
with the NDP was that Hudak’s “Million 
Jobs Plan” and the Liberal campaign 
largely blocked their campaign out.

Secondly, over time, people can choose 
to forget about scandals. They can say, “Oh 
well, decisions of the past can’t be reversed 
now, and we need to focus on the platforms 
before us.”  This led voters to decide that the 
Liberals were the best party to elect.

Finally, people can always fi gure out 
what it boils down to: “Which of these 
candidates will ultimately be best for the 
province.” Maybe none of them are good 
for the province, but there will always be 
someone who is slightly ahead of the oth-
ers for whatever reason. The public can 
spot this and will make the decision to 
elect that candidate.

This election proves a valuable lesson 
in politics, at all levels. When voters are 
faced with the choice of electing the cor-
rupt but smart candidate or the “stupid” 
but possibly more honest one, they will 
go for the smart, and overlook the corrup-
tion. That’s what Wynne’s win teaches us.

Henry Mann
Oakville, Ont.
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